
Sunday Celebrating The Ascension of the Lord (Communion) 
ñFeel the Powerò 

 
Texts: Luke 24:44-53       Preached: 5/6/18 
           Acts 1:1-11 

 
 
Today we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus ï that remarkable, watershed event, 
prelude to Pentecost, when the risen Jesus leaves the disciples and a cloud 
takes him up into heaven. I title my sermon ñFeel the Power.ò What do you think 
when you hear that? That maybe Iôm going to go a little Pentecostal on you and 
start yelling and pounding on the pulpit? No ï thatôs not where Iôm going this 
morning,  
 
 

 
 
but neither am I talking about a swig from a super caffeinated energy drink. 
 
 

 
 
 
I also am in no way referencing the feeling you get from revving up your favorite 
motorcycle. 
 
 
 

 
 
Iôm certainly not talking about learning to use a Pulse Cannon on your 
favorite video gameésorry 
 
 
 

 
Nor even the exhilaration of holding in your hand the latest in cell phone 
technology! 
 
 
 
 

Iôm really talking about Jesusô words before the actual miracle ï he was instructing his disciples, 
maybe even commanding theméand not just them, but us, disciples of all ages. My paraphrase of 
what Jesus was telling them and us, is this, ñFeel the Power.ò  
 

 
The Feast of the Ascension has been historically celebrated on the 40

th
 day 

of Easter, always a Thursdayéthis year, May 10
th
. As Presbyterians, I know 

we donôt really observe feast dayséthatôs an Anglican thing or Catholic or 
Orthodox. But we dare not miss this important milestone in the adventure of 
Jesus ï or should I say, the adventure of his followers.  
 
 



Most of what we know of Jesusô Ascension comes from details in the 
Books of Luke and Acts, a two-volume work by the same author. We 
read in Luke how Jesus leads the eleven disciples to Bethany, a village 
on the Mount of Olives not far from Jerusalem. There he instructs them to 
remain in Jerusalem until the coming of the Holy Spirit and blesses them. 
"And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he parted from them, and 
was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy." 

 
Then, the beginning of Acts describes a meal on the Mount of Olives, where Jesus again commands 
the disciples to await the coming of the Holy Spirit. A cloud takes him upward from their sight, and 
two men in white appear to tell them of Jesusô return "in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven." 

 
 
The two books, by the same author, surely describe the same event, but each 
presents a quite different timetableéLuke placing it on the same day as the 
Resurrection and Acts forty days afterwards. Biblical scholars have suggested 
various proposals to resolve the contradiction, none of them very convincing. And 
thatôs not the only conundrum in these two accounts, again from the same authorôs 
pen, or should I say quill?  
 
 

 
 
Luke has Jesus leading the disciples a distance away from where they were 
eating together. Imagine them going out the door, down the street, to the end of 
town and then off the path and up the hill, before the spectacle of the cloud whisks 
him away.  
 
 
 

 
Whereas Acts has no such leading away. Jesus is talking with his disciples, 
apparently in the same room where they have just eaten, and then, as they 
were watching he was lifted up, a cloud taking him out of sight. The best 
illustration for the description in Acts has the disciples gazing up just outside 
of the house, in some sort of courtyard.  
 

 
 
One scholar (OK, itôs my favorite professor, Dr. Walter Brueggemann!) noted 
that these stories are simply cast in odd modes of discourse. There is nothing 
here that is conventional, controlled, or predictable. The nature of the story 
requires a peculiar mode of utterance. The narrative lets us see in wonderment 
glimpses and hints, but not more. Godôs new rule is beyond our logic. We see 
only its residue and effect in a transformed community ï a community where you 
can feel the power of the Spirit at work. Even so, that community of Jesusô 
followers is not certain what happened, but is sure enough to affirm its identity 
and embrace its proper work. 
 

  



  
As we approach the end of the Easter season, we are still in 
wonderment and awe of what happened three days after Jesusô 
crucifixion. We had no complete understanding of that resurrection 
event and had to be satisfied with scant details, and conflicting stories. 
Knowing the beloved story of resurrection as well as we do, so many 
questions remain.  
 
 

 
 
Why does the newly risen Jesus tell Mary that she should not touch him, 
since he has not yet ascended to his father? But then, he can say to 
Doubting Thomas later, but before the Ascension, 
 
 

 
ñPut your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.ò Another time, 
the risen Jesus appears inside a room with the disciples and 
says, ñPeace be with you.ò They freak out, startled and terrified, 
thinking they are seeing a ghost. He says to them, ñwhy are you 
frightened?élook at my hands and my feet, see that it is I, 
myself. Touch me and see, for a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones as you see that I haveéò 
 

 
 
Like Jesusô resurrection and appearances after, the stories of his 
ascension seem endlessly problematic and admit of no easy 
explanation. Even the same author cannot tell the story the same 
twice. But what we do get clearly, in both texts is the Blessing of 
Poweré ñyou will be clothed with power from on highéò and again, 
ñyou will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.ò  
 
 

 
Jesus invites us, maybe even commands us, to ñFeel the Power.ò The 
power of God is love.  
 
I have been meeting with prospective new members and we have a 
good group planning to join our church in membership. We hope to 
celebrate that two weeks from today on Pentecost, yet another 
inexplicable event, this time when the Spirit of Power descends on 
unsuspecting disciples.  

 
It has been a privilege to meet these new folks and families and to hear their inspiring stories. They 
have a different perspective on East Union than many of us who have been here awhile now. One of 
those prospective new members was describing what it was like to come here and worship for the 
first time. She described this palpable, overwhelming feeling of Godôs Spirit here ï looking around, 
watching us, talking to us, hearing about what we are doing, how we are serving ï she saw us 
walking in love, the love of Jesus! She felt the power! 
 



 
 
 
We are witnesses to the resurrection power of God, who raised Jesus from the 
dead! We are witnesses to the resurrection power of God, which is always 
healing the broken and feeding the hungry and housing the homeless and 
proclaiming liberty to the captives and the recovery of sight to the blind.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We celebrated resurrection this year with the symbol of the butterfly, 
passing out caterpillars to families and they have been recently returning 
pictures and videos of their butterfly releases. Here are Macy and Camy 
on their back porch with their Painted Ladies ï our species of butterfly this 
year.  
 
 

 
 
 
Here is Elyse Rusek with her butterfly just before release. Pastor Jo and I received so 
many pictures and even videos. Thank you to everyone who shared.  
 
 

 
 
And here is Desolena with a successful launch, out of her hand and into the 
flowering pear tree! 
 
I guess releasing a butterfly is feeling the power in a way. Even though the touch 
of such an insect is so light and gentle. Sometimes thatôs how Godôs power is 
feltésubtle, not necessarily overwhelming.  
 
 
 

 
The amazingly colorful story of Jesusô Ascension, as his body is lifted into the 
clouds, only provides cover for the wider storyéthe story of a fearful, wanting and 
waiting community, anxious and bewildered, with many foibles and no power of 
its own. It has no claim and no cause for self-congratulation. Yet, oddly, power is 
given that causes this fragile, humble community to have energy, courage, 
imagination, passion, and resources completely disproportionate to its size. What 
can we say about this changed situation that can only be attributed to the grace 
and generosity of God? 
 
Jesus said, before disappearing in the cloud, ñyou will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesseséò  
 


