
LENT 3 
ñJesus, Our Story-Tellerò 

 
Texts: Proverbs 2:1-8         Preached: 3/19/17 
            Matthew 13:1-9 

 
 
My friend, Kari, loves gardening and she is looking forward to the spring. She loves 
buying plants and nurturing them, but she herself admits sheôs not very good at it. She 
calls herself, jokingly, a remedial gardener. Sheôs still learning the basics, like, for 
example, the value of mulch.  
 
 
 

 
Last spring the idea of mulching her gardens seemed like a lot of effort and 
expense. She wondered, ñfor what?ò She wasnôt sure. She halfheartedly 
bought some mulch, but it wasnôt nearly enough. She ran out well before 
she got to her large flower bed in the back. But she finished there, glad to be 
done with the backbreaking job.  
 

But it wasnôt long before Kari regretted not investing the extra money and effort. As she describes it, 
she spent the entire summer fighting a losing battle against weeds in her mulch-deprived garden. 
She soon learned that a healthy layer of mulch largely prevents weeds from growing. Furthermore, 
the ones that do manage to grow are isolated, immediately noticeable, and easy to pull out.  

 
 
 
She will be ready for the new season, confident that mulching this 
spring will be well worth her time, effort and expense.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
This mulching thing is more than just a garden story - it also has 
spiritual significance, particularly since today we heard Jesus tell his 
Parable of the Sower. Itôs one of many parables Jesus tells. It was his 
favorite way of teaching.  
 
Throughout this Lenten Season we are exploring the roles Jesus plays 
in our lives so that we might deepen our relationship with him. We keep 
answering the question,  
 

 
 

 
ñWho is Jesus?ò He is our preacher, we said, the living Word of 
God. He speaks with authority, pointing us toward the Kingdom of 
God. Last week Pastor Jo reminded us of Jesus, Our Friend. Jesus 
knows everything about us and loves us unconditionally. He 
encourages us and stays beside us through good times and bad.  
Heôs there for us, serving us in love. 



 
Who is Jesus? Today, the answer iséour Storyteller. The world 
is full of stories. Everyone has a story ï there are political 
stories, sometimes quite outlandish ones, competing stories as 
to what happened, and who did what, when. There are cultural 
stories which help us make sense of our worldéand archetypal 
stories that give voice to our deepest longings.  
 
 

 
But we, who follow Jesus, are partial to the stories he tells. On this 
day Jesus left his house and looked to have sit-down by the sea 
shore. But this would not be a quiet day. Seeing him, great crowds 
thronged to the shore, hoping to hear his stories. The best way to 
address the people was to speak from a boat.  
 
 
 
After moving a short distance into the lake, he satisfied their 
longing. "Listen!" says Jesus. "A sower went out to sow".  
 
We can visualize the Sower in the field, and as we do so our 
imaginations are sparked. "And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the path, and the birds came and ate them up". Jesus would later 
explain that when anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in the heart. Notice in the Parable that the Sower is just 
tossing seed, not digging holes and then covering the seeds with 
dirt. When some seeds hit the path and are gobbled up by birds, 
he just keeps sowing. 
 
 
 
"Other seeds fell on rocky ground," says Jesus. He will later say 
that this is someone who hears the Word and immediately receives 
it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 
while and when trouble or persecution arises, that person 
immediately falls away. 
 
 
 
 
 
Yet, in the parable, the Sower does not seem to care where the 
seed goes, throwing it on completely inhospitable ground. Not 
surprisingly, these seeds scorch and die. But the Sower keeps 
moving along, and Jesus says that "other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them.  
 
I think, here, of my friend, Kariéand her mulching lesson. Jesus 
will explain that the seed growing among thorns and is choked is 
the person ñwho hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitfulò. This person 
is so busy dealing with the cares of this world that he is unable to 
flourish, to become the person God planned for him to be.  



How might we keep from becoming this person? Kari might suggest mulché 
spiritual mulchécovering our life with prayer, Christian fellowship, time in 
Godôs Word, regular worship. These Lenten disciplines require a good bit of 
time and effort, but they will prevent the weeds of life from crowding in on us. 
They will tramp down the weeds of temptation and free us to focus on what 
God wants us to do and be. And when a worry weed or sin weed pops its 
ugly head up, it will be easily noticeable and much easier to uproot. Mulché
Spiritual mulch ï itôs worth the effort!  
 
But back to Jesusô story ï The Sower continues to sowéand, of course, 
some seeds fell on good soil and they bring forth grain in enormous 
quantities! These are people who hear the word of God, take it to heart, and 
bear fruit for Godôs kingdom. 
 

 
What of this Sower, who is not overly cautious? He throws 
seed everywhere, apparently confident there will be a harvest 
in spite of the losses. He simply keeps sowing his seed, 
believing that growth will come. Jesus is not cautious about 
where he preaches and on whom he invests his timeé Jesus 
simply keeps sowing the word of the kingdom of God, even 
though it lands on religious people who wonder if he is 
possessed (12:22-24), on disciples who struggle to 
understand him (16:21-26) and on at least one young rich man 
who cannot part with his possessions and on all sorts of 
others. Like the Sower in his parable, Jesus, himself, keeps 
sowing, keeps spreading Godôs word.  

 
 
How does that jive with our story ï your story? Will your 
kindness, compassion, love be shared with the same 
apparently reckless abandon? Can we train ourselves to speak 
graciously and act lovingly without carefully calculating the 
potential for success? The early Christian church astounded its 
neighbors by the manner in which it members loved each other 
and cared for everyone. Those early followers welcomed others 
as Jesus had welcomed them, and preached a message of 
unconditional love and unlimited grace. Can we understand, as 
they did, that Jesus calls us to be faithful by acting out the 
kingdom of God?  

 
 
 
Jesus began his parable with this command: ñListen!ò We 
listen to the story he tells and learn that Jesus is amazingly 
generous in sharing the word of the kingdom.  God's Word is 
incredibly fruitful, and a great harvest will surely result.  
We are called to claim Jesusô stories as our own ï to accept 
them and adopt them into our living ï but our call goes 
beyond that. 
 

 


